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Thoughts from the Editor

The COVID-19 pandemic has caused great disruption to education, impacting on learners and teachers
around the world. The Foundation's Summer Learning Program was no exception. There was much to adapt
and to improve, but we have also discovered opportunities for innovation along the way. We would like to
share this journey with our friends and donors.
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A story about innovation and mutual
learning

The Esquel-Y.L. Yang Education Foundation first launched its Summer Learning Program in 2007 for
children in rural communities. The Program provides children with learning and mentoring opportunities
during the summer holidays, and brings together the people, resources and innovation to bridge the gap
in education infrastructure, overcome social and economic barriers and develop the potentials of the
future generation. In this process, both beneficiaries and volunteers are transformed.
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Our Partners

A self-initiated student organization consisting of Guilin
students currently studying at top universities in Beijing. The
student organization has been organizing summer camps for
over 400 children in rural Guangxi every summer using the
students’ own resources. The Esquel Foundation was touched
by their story and has supported them since 2016.
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Development of Curriculum

Children in rural areas are more exposed to mechanical drills,
teaching methods and rote-learning. They are rarely exposed to
creative learning tools and methods which are common in
developed cities. The presence of university volunteers as teachers
who come from a multicultural background is aimed enriching the
content and exposure of rural children. Since 2007, the Foundation
and our partners have worked together to improve the content and
delivery of the program. The curriculum includes languages, fun
science, IT, history and culture, sustainability, life education and
others.
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much deeper understanding of challenges of children in
rural communities and the role they can play in making a
difference.”

Online Summer Learning Camp

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Xinjiang Summer Camp moved
online. 120 students from rural Xinjiang participated and
supported by 10 university volunteers. It was amazing to see
students in Xinjiang adapted well to online learning and the
potentials for future educational exchange.
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Teachers to Teachers Training Program === ==

2020 is the 7th year of collaboration between the Foundation
and Hotchkiss School in Connecticut, US. Due to COVID-19,
the T2T program was delivered online. 26 teachers from rural
Guangxi participated in this program where the Hotchkiss
team shared their pedagogy and perspectives as teachers.
There was also wonderful cultural exchange between teachers
on both sides.

As in the case of the Xinjiang Summer Learning Program, the
online T2T pilot has opened our horizons to the potentials of
future educational exchange. There is much room for
improvement and there are hard and software issues to
overcome, but we are looking forward to the next T2T with
excitement.
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About Esquel-Y.L. Yang Education Foundation

Established by Esquel Group in 2003, the mission of the Foundation is "To Encourage the Spirit of Learning" as knowledge can bring vitality to life and
change destiny. The Foundation hopes to support and promote an effective and continuous learning opportunity so that children may grow to become

responsible and successful members of their communities.
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Website PX¥ : www.esquelyangfoundation.org
Email EBHP : enquiry@esquelyangfoundation.org



