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MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR

2016 has been a fruitful year of our development. In April, we organized another round of Vision
Screening in south Xinjiang. At about the same time in Hong Kong, we organized a new and
innovative programme combining donations in kind and volunteering involving collaboration
among various divisions within Esquel Group and outside NGOs. In Vietnam, a big group of young
colleagues have dedicated their energy, time and effort during weekends for a whole year to teach
ICT at a rural school. The journeys of collaboration between us, our volunteers and donors in
helping the Foundation to achieve our mandate of “Encouraging the Spirit of Learning” is truly
heartwarming and worth sharing.
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B ] COMMITMENT FROM
| HARDWARE TO
SOFTWARE

In April and May 2016, the
Foundation’s Vision Screening
programme visited Awati of
Xinjiang, provided screening
services to students in rural areas
who cannot afford or do not
have access. We also provided
glasses for free, and sponsored
the cost of low vision treatment
and surgery. We are very glad
to be able to conduct screening
at three schools which we have
helped renovated in 2003.
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THE STORY OF COLLABORATION AND
MEANINGFUL GIVING

L plus H (a social enterprise based in Hong Kong),
runs a charity campaign donating sweaters to the
homeless and grassroots families in Hong Kong.
Since 2014, Esquel Group has donated a total of
3 tonnes of stock yarn to L Plus H, contributing to
over 30,000 pieces of knitwear.

This year, in addition to the yarn donation, the
Foundation engaged our Human Resources (T&D),
our Accessories Division (EAP) and the Esquel Club
to turn this initiative into a meaningful volunteering
programme with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
of Hong Kong (ELCHK) in Tuen Mun. Over 20
Esquelers took part in this activity.

From our volunteers:

ELCHK is located in Po Tin Estate and

was first built to provide temporary
accommodation for the homeless. However,
the demand for such housing was small

and the housing estate was severely under-
utilized. Eventually, the Hong Kong Housing
Authority re-designated its use to public
rental government housing. The size of

flats in this neighbourhood is very small,
about 100-200 sq. ft.. This means that 5,500
families living in this estate has very little
space for living, education and recreation of
their children.

Over the years, ELCHK has played an
important role providing much-needed
education support, facilitate well-balanced
personal development, helping them

to develop life skills, problem solving
abilities, enhancing family and interpersonal
relationships.

Donation of yarn since 2014:
3 tonnes

No. of garments knitted from
donated yarn:

30,000

“We have benefitted and learnt so much more than
we gave. Each child shared with us his or her own
stories, how and when they came to Hong Kong,
the challenges they faced in the family, in school
and in society. We experienced how well-managed
organizations and programmes can serve as an
important support mechanism shaping values and
behavior of children.” From our volunteers:
“ELCHK provided us with a
thorough briefing and de-briefing
session, teaching us about the
community, the background and
the social challenges faced by the
children and families and how we
should interact with the children.”
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WRITING ABOUT MY MEMORIES

This year, we have partnered with the Bishop
Hall Secondary a school which is dedicated to
nurturing students with dyslexia. We made a
donation for the school to engage experts from
Pathways to conduct writing skills workshops for
30 students. Esquel volunteers also designed
photography workshops for these students

to express their artistic talent, and sponsored
outdoor activities for students to interact with
Esquel volunteers.

We were also thrilled to have renowned artist
Stanley Wong offering two workshops on visual
art appreciation. Initially we were worried that
the children could not sit still for hours, but they
were so immersed and had great interaction
with Stanley. Stanley on the other hand, was also
impressed and touched by their artistic gift.

= by

In Hong Kong, it is estimated that there

are about 33,000 students with Special
Education Needs (SEN), such as dyslexia,
autism and other learning disabilities.
Unfortunately, the resources supporting SEN
students to cope with the education system
are far from adequate.



5] HENCSEHTX]

SF, HISURESETESERRET — A,
ZIRZEFRHNINEEREFERREETI, AT
IR, BAIESFLIBNR, RIS ESID,
NZIRB0REERISFERMESIFRIZ. Lo, AL
SRS DRI T —MER LRI FERNE CRY
ZARXM, FHERFINER, IFESRmATREHT
Bmin, =efitiIfaEn.

HAMRSHBBEZ R ZARKERZITE, IFERMH
MEEARRETIER . BHIEANELD, FHFIIERMETL
AVNES, (BERMIERRANENER, AZZ5HET
EERIRM. BAEEFHEA), FENNZARXMRES
B IRZIEISR .

f£EE, H11E33,0008%
EERHRHABHE (Special

Education Needs), ik
EYE. BIESEMF S FE
%, OENR, BUSNTIXE
HEIFEER, 4L
RSERBERSR, FRMNZE
DN v s iy =al |




No. of computers
30

No. of volunteers:

24
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE TO OUR COMMUNITIES, ONE
WEEKEND AT ATIME

Luong Son district is situated in the rural areas of Hua Binh province.
Here, the standard of living is low and government resources on
education are limited. In 2015, the Foundation made a donation

to set up a computer lab at the Cuu Long Secondary School. In
addition, EHV team of volunteers designed a programme bringing
a comprehensive and much-needed Internet and Communications
Technology training program for students. Since then, 24 volunteers
have dedicated their weekend spare time and delivered a series

of training programmes including 1Q, English, Presentation skills,
Mindmap, Career Guidance, and App inventor, conducted over 58
training hours to over 1,300 students in this area.

donated: Total volunteering time:

58 hours

No. of beneficiaries:

1,300 students
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